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Transiting from the Earthly to the
Everlasting Life: Based on the Sunnah
of the Prophet (SAWS)

Introduction

Praise be to Allah (SWT) whom we praise, and seek His help and forgiveness and seek
refuge in Allah (SWT) from the evils of ourselves and the evils of our deeds, he who is
guided by God is not misled, and those who are misled cannot be guided, and | testify
that there is no god but Allah (SWT) alone with no partner and | testify that Muhammad
(SAWS) is His Messenger.

(O ye who believe! fear Allah (SWT) as He should be feared, and die not except in a
state of Islam.) Al-Umran - 102

“O mankind! reverence your Guardian-Lord, who created you from a single Person,
created, of like nature, his mate, and from them twain scattered (like seeds) countless
men and women; fear Allah (SWT), through Whom ye demand your mutual (rights), and
(reverence) the wombs (that bore you): for Allah (SWT) ever watches over you.

AL Nysaa - 1

“That He may make your conduct whole and sound and forgive you of your sins: he that
obeys Allah (SWT) and His Messenger (SAWS) have already attained the highest
Achievement. Al Ahzab - 71

The best of words are those of God, and the best of guidance is the guidance of
Muhammed (SAWS), the worst of things are innovations, and in each innovation is
bid’a, each bid’a is misguidance, and misguidance leads to the hell fire.

| started this work with the sermon of “need”, because it is the “best of wordings”, and it
is best to begin this way. This is an authentic Sunnah or tradition of the Prophet (SAWS)
who started his sermons this way although this may not be justified for use in written
communications. | found that there is in it gratitude to Allah (SWT), supplication for
forgiveness, bearing witness to his oneness, and acceptance of the message of the
beloved and chosen Muhammad bin Abduallah (SAWS) that made me start like this.

| found that there is an urgent need for information on how to deal with the conditions of
illness until death, according to the Sunnah of the Prophet (SAWS) that made me
compile a booklet to address related issues in a simple and comprehensive manner
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without going too deeply into the details. The book of Rulings of Funeral authored by
Sheikh Mohammed Nasir Al-Din Albany Rahmtalla was the best | have read. This
booklet is a summary of Sheikh Al-Albany’s (may Allah have mercy on him) book in
Arabic into English translation to achieve my objective. It is important to mention that |
needed to modify the order of subjects and also add comments to make my purpose
clear in compiling this booklet.

| ask Allah (SWT) for success in achieving this task, and my advice to those who want
to get more details is to refer to the book Ruling of Funerals by Sheikh Al-Albany.

The spread of innovations, ignorance and leniency among Muslims, especially in the
west, made me prepare this work to help me and the followers of Sunnah in dealing with
this in a proper way when death comes. | ask the ones who will take care of us in the
final stages of our lives in the west or elsewhere to implement the guidance provided in
this booklet on us when the time comes.

This booklet has been prepared in such a manner that it would be easy to know what
must be done at each stage with directions based on authentic Ahadith with comments
to make directions clear if needed.

| would like to clarify an issue at the beginning of the compilation of this work; that the
definition of religious knowledge (Al lylim) is the awareness and knowledge of the
Koran, and the Sunnah of the Prophet (SAWS), and the way the pious predecessor (Al-
Salaf) implemented this knowledge

This is the foundation on which this book has dealt with all the subjects presented and
Allah is the one who gives success.

Tawfik Kettanah
25 Jumadall
May 19 ™ 2009

Please note that also the following abbreviation and color coding used in the text.
SWT = Subhanaho Wa Ta’alla
SAWS = (Salla Allah Alayhy Wa Sallam)

Blue colored text is Quraan

Green colored text is Hadith |

The comments by the author are in black.
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Says the Almighty God in Surat Al-Kahf/ 45
Set forth to them the similitude of the life of this world: it is like the rain which We send }

down from the skies: the earth's vegetation absorbs it. But soon it becomes dry stubble,
which the winds do scatter: it is (only) Allah who prevails over all things.
Al Khahff - - 45
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in Surat Al Hadeed , verse 20

fKnow ye (all), that the life of this world is but play and amusement, pomp and mutual \
boasting and multiplying, (in rivalry) among yourselves, riches and children. Here is a
similitude; how rain and the growth which it brings forth delight (the hearts of) the tillers;
soon it withers; thou wilt see it grow yellow; then it becomes dry and crumbles away.
But in the Hereafter is a Penalty severe (for the devotees of wrong). And Forgiveness
from Allah (SWT) and (His) Good Pleasure (for the devotees of Allah (SWT) . And what
is the life of this world, but goods and chattels of deception? Al Hadeed - 20

- /
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The Almighty God has given an example for the shortness of the worldly life by
describing it with something that our minds can conceive and comprehend: and that is
using an ephemeral, transitory, and short lived plant as an example. It grows with water,
and thrives and becomes pleasant in appearance, but fades at the end of the planting
season, and that is less than one year. So is the worldly life, if compared to the life in
the grave (Al barzekh) and the everlasting life in the hereafter.

At the end of life is the death from which non-believers, Muslims, and non-Muslims are
fleeing. The believer ought to understand the end of this life and how to prepare for it
and what comes after it.
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It is important to point out that death is the beginning of another life, but a new kind of
life is experienced by the individual under the soil in the grave, either in a pit of hell fire,
or a garden of Paradise, till the day of Resurrection

The Companions of the Messenger of Allah (SAWS), May Allah be pleased with them
all, they lived this worldly life until perhaps the ages of 60 or 70 years, and now they
have been in the life of the “Barzekh” for almost 1400 years.

The fact that the “Barzekh” is the first stage in the hereafter, the afterlife is to be
understood by Muslims in order to properly prepare them for a life in which no deeds
can be committed, but the souls will be rewarded for what they have done in the short
worldly life.

This research, Insha Allah, will explore what a believer must do, starting with iliness,
until he reaches the stage of death and the start of life in the Barzekh as described in
the Quran and in the authenticated Ahadith of the Messenger God (SAWS).
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Always Remember Death
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The need is to learn of the imminence of death, and not to forget it and the
belief in the consequences of deeds after death.

Every soul shall have a taste of death: and only on the Day of Judgment shall you be
paid your full recompense. Only he who is saved far from the Fire and admitted to the
Garden will have attained the object (of Life): for the life of this world is but goods and
chattels of deception. Al-Imran 185
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God tells us about the inevitability of death and that the souls will be
rewarded or punished according to the deeds committed in the worldly life.

[Every soul shall taste death, and then you shall be returned to us / Al Ankaboot - 57 J
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And God (SWT) tells us that life is but a test and we’ll return to God, to be held
accountable for our deeds in the world;

The Almighty Allah (SWT) said:

\

/Blessed be He in whose hands are Dominion; and He over all things hath Power.
Al Mulkk -1

Every soul shall have a taste of death: and we test you by evil and by good by way of
trial. To us must ye return. AL Anbya’a 35

o

/

Ayl Wi el i Bl il Jo sl gl B o S Vi )

This book has been prepared for free distribution. To reprint and distribute this book, author’s permission is required.



- @
o

\_ P e B TG e e s gt o2 Bles 1Ry )

ok e sl i darmst g5y J2E L ) ey ade A oo Syl s
Je Y glie ¥l ol 55,530 5o (p Ll o) s e digy 5 AW 1 () e

e - @ - @ @ @ 2
.. - - b - <

B e o e il oo a5 30
G e giue) Ju Jus ;uaj OIRHEE]

‘2\

@ - os - -
PRURPEE P

o 5 Lo b LSS )

A -

Vigts &)

According to the Ahadith that follow, this short worldly life is a preparation
towards a journey that will take us to an everlasting life in paradise.

-

.

~

Messenger of Allah (SAWS), was lying on the mat and he had dents and wrinkles
imprinted on his side, and as he sat up, we asked him, "O Messenger of God (SAWS),
shall we prepare for you a more comfortable mat?” He replied, “What is this worldly life
but a short interval to us, as to a rider, seeking shelter under a tree, only to continue on
with his journey”.

J
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We recall the story of the Prophet (SAWS) and his son Ibrahim when he
was in the last moments of his life to learn how to deal with sad events that
can also occur in our lives. The Messenger of Allah (SAWS) held his son
lovingly, as death came to take him away, and sadness overcame the
Prophet (SAWS) as he shed tears. And he said, “Whatever is pleasing to
Allah (SWT), we accept as the decree of Allah (SWT).” The Prophet
(SAWS) was saddened because he is a human being, subject to sorrow
and happiness as would be any believer.
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/Anas b. Malik reported that Allah's Messenger (SAWS) said, “A child was born unto\
me this night and | named him after the name of my father Ibrahim.” He then sent

Ibrahim to Umm Saif, the wife of a blacksmith who was called Abu Saif. He, the
Prophet (SAWS), went to him and | followed him until we reached Abu Saif who was
using the blacksmith's bellows to work with fire and the house was filled with smoke. |
rushed ahead of Allah's Messenger (SAWS), and asked Abu Saif to stop as Allah’s
Messenger was coming. He stopped and the Apostle (SAWS) called for his son and
embraced him saying whatever Allah (SWT) wills. Annas said, “l| saw the boy breath his
last in the presence of Allah's Messenger (SAWS). The eyes of Allah's Messenger
(SAWS) shed tears and he said, “Ibrahim, our eyes shed tears and our hearts are filled
with grief, but we do not say anything except that by which Allah (SWT) is pleased. O

!brahim, we grieve for you.” /
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A Muslim must declare a will before he dies, especially if the assets left
behind are a potential for conflict. The importance of justice in the division
and how it must follow the Sharia in the will has been proven and can be
verified by reference to several different Ahadith. It is permissible to divide
no more than one third of the assets among those who do not qualify as
members of the family.

Abdullah bin Ummar has narrated that the Allah's Apostle (SAWS) said, "It is not
permissible for any Muslim who has something to will to stay for two nights without
having his last will and testament written and kept ready with him."
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Allah (SWT) tells us in the following verse how to protect the soul from hell
fire by performing the commanded acts of worship, to enjoin good, and to

forbid acts of evil. To begin with, it is an obligation for a believer to tell this
to the family and state that in his or her will also.

O ye who believe! Save yourselves and your families from a Fire whose fuel is Men
and Stones, over which are (appointed) angels stern (and) severe, who flinch not (from
executing) the Commands they receive from Allah, but do (precisely) what they are
commanded) (Surat Al-Tahreem: 6)
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The most important thing to declare in a will is how one would like to be
treated when one dies. This was a common act among the companions of
the Prophet (SAWS) as they would declare in their wills to their families and
relatives how they are to be treated following their deaths and the
importance of following the Sunnah. This narration by Saad bin Abi Waqgas
reflects the importance of following the Sunnah by instructing how to dig
the grave, and how to cover the body inside the grave, in a way that
complies with the Sunnah

Saad bin Abi Wagas during his iliness, at the end of which he perished, said, “Dig my
grave(Lahid) and put on top of my body inside the grave mud plastering, as it was done
with the prophet (SAWS)'s grave.
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Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari declared in his will the way in which the family should
attend his funeral and requested them to dig the “Lahid” for him because
that will be in keeping with the Sunnah.

/Abu Musa recommended when he was in the final stages of his death that they should \
quicken their pace at his funeral and no “Mujamr” should follow him, and that they
should not put in his Lahid, anything between his body and the ground, or build anything
on his grave. You are my witnesses, and | am not associated with any of those who
shave off their (head) hair, | am not associated with “haleeka”, or “saleeka”, or “kharika.”
Then they asked, “Did you hear something about this?” He replied,“Yes from the
Kmessenger of Allah (SAWS).” /

Mujamr Carrying fire in the funeral procession.
Haleeka means the one who shaves her head bald

Saleekha means the one that raises her voice when she is grieving

Kharikha means she who tears her clothes in sorrow
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Assisting the dying to say the Shahadah

Assistance is not to utter the shahadah in the presence of the dying
person, and have him hear it, but the dying person must utter the Shahada
by himself. That is according to the following Hadith:

The messenger of Allah (SAWS), visited a dying man from the Ansar and addressed
him saying, “Uncle, say there is no God but Allah (Shahadah).” The man said, do you
mean uncle the brother of a mother, or uncle the brother of a father.” The Prophet
(SAWS) said, “Brother of the mother.” The man said, “Is it better to say that there is no
God but Allah.”, and the Prophet (SAWS) replied, “Yes!”
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The importance of teaching a dying person lies in that if the person
manages to utter the Shahadah, it is a good tiding for him to enter
paradise. As the Prophet (SAWS) told us that all those who utter the
Shahadah as their final words before death will enter the paradise, even if it
is after a while.

Teach your dying people to declare that there is no God but Allah (SWT). For those
who utter the Shahadah as their final words are to enter Paradise one day (at a certain
time), despite what happened to them before.
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People who are in the presence of a dying or dead person should increase
the supplications for the person, and they should say good things about the
person, without exaggerating, since the Angels are present in that place,
and they will say, “Ameen” to whatever is stated by the people present,
good or bad.

-

The Messenger of God (SAWS) says, “If you are ever in the presence of an ill or dead \
person, say good words about the person because the Angels are saying Ameen to
whatever you say”. Umm Salemma said that when Abu Salemma died she went to the
Prophet (SAWS) and told him. The Prophet (SAWS) told me to say, “May Allah (SWT)
forgive me and him, and provide me a replacement better than him, and that is
Mohammed (SAWS).” /
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Signs of A Good End

The Messenger of Allah (SAWS) said, “Whosoever says that there is no God but Allah
(SWT) enters Paradise.”

The Messenger of Allah (SAWS) said, “The death of a believer is with beads of sweat on the
forehead.”
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The Calamity of Death
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What must be done by the audience after a Person’s death?

The eyelids should be closed by those who attend to the dead person.

/ The Messenger of Allah (SWS) went to see Abi Salemma when he died and seeing his \
eyes still open, closed them and said, “When the soul is taken from the body, the eyes
linger after the soul.” A group of his relatives started to talk. The prophet (SWS) said,

“‘Don’t say anything but good things because the Angels say Ameen to what you say.”

Then the Prophet (SAWS) said, “Oh, God, forgive Abi Salemma, and raise his ranks to
those who are guided and replace him for his family in the worldly life, and forgive us

and him, oh, you Lord of the Universe, and expand his grave, and lighten it for him.”

- /
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According to the Sunnah, they should cover his entire body with a piece of
cloth.

[ When he died, the Messenger of Allah (SAWS), was covered with a dark cloth.
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The family of the Dead should say we all belong to Allah (SWT), and we
will all go back to him.

/ Be sure we shall test you with something of fear and hunger, some loss in goods or \
lives or the fruits (of your toil), but give glad tidings to those who patiently persevere.

Who say, when afflicted with calamity: "To Allah we belong, and to Him is our return"

They are those on whom (descend) blessings from their Lord, and Mercy, and they are
kthe ones that receive guidance. . (Baqgarah: 155 to 157) /
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Have faith in Allah (SWT) and be patient, because there is a great reward
for the patient people on such occasions.

"The Messenger of Allah (SAWS) said “Allah (SWT) does not accept anything less than
paradise for a believing servant if his beloved dies, and he shows patience, hopes for
what Allah (SWT) has ordained for him and says what he is commanded to say.”
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What those in the presence of the dead are allowed to do?

They may uncover the face of the dead person, kiss him, and grieve for

him.

Jabir Bin Abdullah said when my father was martyred, | lifted the sheet from his face

and wept and the people forbade me to do so but the Prophet (SAWS) did not forbid

me. Then my aunt Fatima began weeping and the Prophet (SAWS) said, "It is all the
same whether you weep or not, the angels were shading him continuously with their

wings till you shifted him from the field of battle."

/VVhen the prophet passed away, Abu Baker came from his house in Assunnah (place \
outside Madinah) on a horse. He dismounted and entered the Mosque, but did not
speak to the people till he saw Aisha and went straight to Allah's Apostle (SAWS) who
was covered with Hibra cloth (i.e. a kind of Yemenite cloth). He then uncovered the
Prophet (SAWS)'s face and bowed over him and kissed him and wept, saying, "Let my
father and mother be sacrificed for you. By Allah (SWT), He will never cause you to die
Ktwice. As for the death which was written for you, it has come upon you." j
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The messenger of Allah (SWS) forbade crying or wailing with rhythm
(Niahah)

/"Abu Malik al-Ash'ari reported Allah's Messenger (SAWS) as saying, “Among my people
there are four characteristics that belong to the pre-Islamic period which they do not
appear to have abandoned: boasting of high rank, reviling other peoples' genealogies,
seeking rain by stars, and wailing.” And he further said, “If the wailing woman does not
repent before she dies, she will be made to stand on the Day of Resurrection wearing a

Garment of pitch and a chemise of mange.”

It is narrated on the authority of Abu Huraira that the Messenger of Allah (SAWS)
observed, “Two (things) are found among men who are tantamount to unbelief:
slandering lineage and lamentations on the dead.”
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Do not exaggerate in praising the dead person, because the angels will ask
the dead “Are you as they say you are?” So it is recommended to speak
only of the good qualities of the dead, without exaggeration.

Abdullah bin Rawaha fell down unconscious and his sister '"Amra started crying and was
saying loudly, "O Jabalah! Oh so-and-so! Oh so-and-so! She went on calling him by his
good qualities one by one. When he came to his senses, he said to his sister, "When-
ever you said something, | was asked, 'Are you really so as she says?"
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It is not permitted to slap ones cheeks, to tear the clothes, or to wail.

The Prophet (SAWS) said, "He who slaps the cheeks, tears the clothes and follows the
tradition of the Days of Ignorance (Jahillyah) is not one of us."
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The importance of paying off one’s debts.

The relatives of the dead person should pay off all the dead person’s
financial debts from the dead person’s wealth. If this is not possible, the
surviving members of the family should help pay off the debt. And if that’s
not possible, they should ask the person who is to be paid to forgive the
debt under these circumstances.

Said Ibn Al-Attwal narrated that his brother had died and left 300 dirham and dependant
family members. | wanted to spend this money on his family. The Prophet (SAWS) said
that your brother is restricted by his loan, go ahead and pay his debt off. | paid off all his
debts, except for two dinars, which a lady claimed to be hers although she didn’t have
any proof. The Prophet (SAWS) said to give it to her as she was correct.
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The leaders of Muslim communities, big or small, bear the burden of a
dead person’s debt, if it is proven that the person tried his best to pay off all
his debts.

The Prophet (SAWS) said that whosoever from my nation has a debt or a loan at the
time of death, and despite doing his best to pay it off couldn’t, | would pay it off.
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The person who holds a debt, and hasn'’t left money to pay that off
should be prayed upon.

Once, while we were sitting in the company of the Prophet (SAWS), a dead man was \
brought. The Prophet (SAWS) was requested to lead the funeral prayer for the
deceased. He said, "Is he in debt?" The people replied in the negative. He said, "Has he
left any wealth?" They said, "No." So, he led his funeral prayer. Another dead man was
brought and the people said, "O Allah's Apostle (SAWS)! Lead his funeral prayer." The
Prophet (SAWS) said, "Is he in debt?" They said, "Yes." He said, "Has he left any
wealth?" They said, "Three Dinars." So, he led the prayer. Then a third dead man was
brought and the people said to the Prophet (SAWS),“Please lead his funeral prayer." He
said, "Has he left any wealth?" They said, "No." He asked, "Is he in debt?" They said,
"Yes. He has to pay three Dinars.” He (SAWS) refused to pray and said, "Then pray for
your (dead) companion." Abu Qatada said, "O Allah's Apostle (SAWS), lead his funeral
prayer, and | will pay his debt." So, the Prophet (SAWS) led the prayer.
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/Whenever a dead man in debt was brought to Allah's Apostle (SAWS), he would ask, \
"Has he left anything to repay his debt?" If he was informed that he had left something
to repay his debts, he would offer his funeral prayer, otherwise he would tell the
Muslims to offer funeral prayers for their friend. When Allah (SWT) made the Prophet
(SAWS) wealthy through conquests, he said, "I am more rightful than other believers to
be the guardian of the believers, so if a Muslim dies while in debt, | am responsible for
the repayment of his debt, and whosoever leaves wealth (after his death) it will belong

Kto his heirs. " /
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Bathing the Dead
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Who should bathe the dead?

Males should take charge of bathing the male dead and females should
bathe the female dead, the following being some exceptions:

/One of the daughters of the Prophet (SAWS) expired and he came to us and said, \
"Wash her with Sidr (water) for a odd number of times, i.e. three, five or more, if you
think it necessary, and in the last, put camphor or (some camphor on her), and when
you finish, notify me." So when we finished, we informed him. He gave his waist-sheet
to us to shroud her. We entwined the hair (of the deceased girl) in three braids and
made them fall at her back.

/
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A women is allowed to bathe the dead husband and the husband is allowed
to bathe the dead wife.

Aysha (Rathy Allah Anhaa) said “If we knew today what we know now, no one would
have bathed the Prophet (SAWS) except his wives.”
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g Ayshaa (RAA) relates that one day the Prophet (SAWS) came back from the graveyard
(Al Bagee) and | had a headache and | said, “Oh my head”, to which the Prophet
(SAWS) replied,” ay Aisha, | too have a headache and then he said it wouldn’t harm you
if you died before me and | would have bathed you, wrapped you in cloths, prayed on
you, and buried you.”

AN
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A Muslim is rewarded immensely for bathing the dead and burying him

Abu Raafe says that the prophet (SAWS) said that whosoever bathes a Muslim and
doesn’t expose him, he is forgiven forty times. Whosoever digs a grave and covers the
dead gets a reward of housing a person for a period up to the Day of Judgment.
Whosoever wraps the dead with the cloths, Allah (SWT) will dress him in silk (Sundus &
Istabraq) in paradise.
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The person who bathes the dead should preferably bathe and the one who
carries the dead should preferably perform the ablutions. There are
authentic Ahadith which indicate that the person who performs the bathing
of the dead can either bathe himself or perform abolitions after bathing the
dead.

The prophet (SAWS) said, “Whosoever bathes a dead person should bathe and the one
who carries the bier should perform ablutions.”
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The Apostle said, “You are not obliged to bathe after bathing your dead since they are not Najis.
It is enough to wash your hands.”
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Abdullah Bin Ommar said, “After bathing the dead, there are some among us who bathe
afterwards and others who do not.”
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How to bathe the dead

First: Wash the dead three times or more based on what the people in-charge of
bathing see fit.

Second: The number of times washed should be an odd number (3, 5,7 ...)

Three: It should be accompanied by “Sider” or whatever is equivalent to it in cleaning
like “Ashnan” and soap.

Four: During the final wash the water should be mixed with “Tybe” and “Kafoor” is
better.

Five: The braids should be undone and washed well.
Six: Hair should be brushed.

Seven: The hair for women should be made into three braids and it should be put at the
back of her head.

Eight: The washing should start at the right hand side of the dead and at the places
where the ablutions are made.

Nine: Male will bathe the male and the female will bathe the female.

Ten: The bathing for the dead should be done using a piece of cloth or like material and
the dead should be stripped of clothes, provided it is made sure that the body is covered
and not exposed.

Ayl Wi el i Bl il Jo sl gl B o S Vi )

This book has been prepared for free distribution. To reprint and distribute this book, author’s permission is required.



ﬁm o b Oy Sl oy 6 by 1 g6 Iy e Al o L3 1550 w\
A e il T 1l G A e il 1 0 S 8w el il
O 5 1 035 U e i e IS0 (IS U 000 8 45 ) 4 e 0
ooy e il o Al gy 1158 g ley oy e i Lo sl
SISy el O3 aned) il 8 S0y el G sl O gt dand 4le) bl

@ - - z °o o s A2 2
S U) Al B &R G el e S W )8 ase
\ o s o s ammoy @Sy T il 30 )Wty agls il ax 2 Al ::‘i‘”/

By Allah, we did not know whether we should take off the clothes of the Apostle of Allah
(SAWS), as we were used to taking off the clothes of our dead, or wash him with his
clothes on him. When they (the people) differed among themselves, Allah (SWT) cast
slumber over them until every one of them had put his chin on his chest. Then a
speaker spoke from the side of the house, and they did not know who the speaker was.
The speaker spoke saying, “Wash the Prophet (SAWS) while his clothes are on him.”
So they stood around the Prophet (SAWS) and washed him while he had his shirt on
him. They poured water on his shirt, and rubbed him with his shirt and not with their
bare hands. Aisha used to say that if | had known beforehand about my responsibilities,
what | found out about later, none would have washed him except his wives.

/
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How to Shroud the Deceased in Cotton Sheets
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The shroud should be large enough to cover the entire body.

/ Jabir b. 'Abdullah reported that Allah's Messenger (SAWS) during one of his sermon \
made mention of a person among his companions who had died and had been wrapped
in a shroud not long enough to cover his whole body and he was buried during the
night. The Apostle of Allah (SAWS) reprimanded the audience that a person was buried
during the night in a state that funeral prayers could not be offered (over him by the
Messenger of Allah (SAWS)-implication being that to bury a person at night is
permissible only under extenuating circumstances. The Apostle of Allah (SAWS) also
said, “When any one of you shrouds his brother, he should shroud him well.”

/
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Offering Prayer on the Bier
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The deceased adult Muslims should be prayed upon by a group of Muslims; if a group
of Muslims pray for the dead that should suffice. It is clear from the following Hadith
that the prophet (SAWS) was praying on some biers and not praying on others for valid
reasons. He was telling people around him, “Pray upon your companion, as it is an
obligation.”

When the prophet (SAWS) was asked to pray upon a bier, he used to ask about the
dead person; if the people praised the person, he would pray for the person and if not,
he would say to the relatives you take care of it and he wouldn’t pray upon it.
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Praying on the dead child or the martyr is not compulsory but
permissible as was the practice of the Prophet (SAWS) in both of
these cases.

The Prophet (SAWS) didn’t pray upon his son Ibrahim

Ibrahim the son of the Prophet (SAWS) had died when he was 18 months old and the
Prophet (SAWS) didn’t pray upon him.
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The prophet (SAWS) prayed on one of the children of Ansar

A dead boy from Ansar was brought to the Prophet (SAWS) and he prayed upon him.
Aaysha said, “Goodness for this bird who is one of the birds of paradise; he didn’t
commit a bad act or had gotten to that stage of life”, to which the prophet said, “What
else Aaysha? Allah (SWT) created paradise and created its people while they were not
born yet and created hell fire and created its people while they were not created yet.”
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The Prophet (SAWS) offered prayer on Hamza'’s bier on the day of Uhud

The prophet (SAWS) commanded people to bring Hamza and to cover him with a cloth
and prayed upon him and made nine takberaat. Then he commanded people to bring
the other dead and lay them in rows and pray upon them with Hamza.
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The Prophet said, "Bury the martyrs in their blood." That was on the day of the Battle of
Uhud. He did not get them washed.
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The Prophet (SAWS) didn’t pray on Julaibib and he did not have him
washed.

ﬂbu Barza reported that Allah's Apostle (SAWS) was there in a battlefield that Allah \
(SWT) conferred upon him the spoils of war. He said to his Companions,” Is anyone
missing amongst you?” They said, “So and so”. He again said, “Is there anyone
missing amongst you?” They said, “So and so and so”. He then said, “Is there anyone
missing amongst you?” They said, “No.” Thereupon the Prophet (SAWS) said,”But | am
missing Julaibib”. The Companions searched him amongst those who had been killed
and they found him by the side of seven (dead bodies) whom he had killed and he had
been killed by the opponents. Allah's Apostle (SAWS) came there and stood by Julaibib
and said, “He killed seven persons. Then his opponents killed him. The Prophet
(SAWS) said, “He is mine and | am his”. He then placed him upon his hands and there
was none else to lift but Allah's Apostle (SAWS). Then the grave was dug for him and

\he was placed in the grave and no mention is made of bathing him. /
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It is forbidden to pray upon, or ask Allah (SWT) to be merciful with the dead
kafirs and hypocrites

Nor do thou ever pray for any of them that dies, nor stand at their graves; for they
rejected Allah (SWT) and His Messenger (SAWS), and died in a state of perverse
rebellion.
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The places where the prayers should be offered.

Prayer for the dead can be performed in the mosque.

ﬂbbad b. 'Abdullah b. Zubair reported on the authority of 'A'isha that when Sa'd b. Abu\
Waqqas died, the wives of the Apostle of Allah (SAWS) sent message to participants at
the funeral to bring his bier into the mosque so that they could offer prayer upon him.
The participants at the funeral did accordingly, and the bier was placed in front of the
apartments of the wives of the Prophet (SAWS) and they offered prayers upon him. It
was brought out of the door known as Bab al-Jana'iz which was towards the side of
Maqga'id. The news reached the wives of the Prophet (SAWS), that the people had
criticized them for offering the funeral prayer in the mosque, saying that it was not
desirable to take the bier inside the mosque. This was conveyed to 'A'isha. She
said,”"How hastily the people criticize that about which they know little. They criticize us
for carrying the bier in the mosque. The Messenger of Allah (SAWS) offered the funeral

Qayer of Suhail b. Baida in the innermost part of the mosque.” /
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It is prohibited to pray on the bier in the graveyard.

The prophet (SAWS) prohibited praying upon the bier among the graves in a grave
yard.
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The way and time of offering the prayer on a bier.

The larger the number of people performing the prayer upon the bier of a
dead person, the greater is the reward for the dead.

'Alisha reported Allah's Apostle (SAWS) saying: If a company of Muslims numbering
one hundred pray over a dead person and all of them intercede on the person’s behalf,
their intercession will be accepted.
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| heard the prophet (SAWS) saying if a Muslim dies and forty people, who do not
associate with Allah (SWT) partners, pray upon a Muslim’s bier, they will be an
intercession for him.
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It is preferred to make three or more rows behind the Imam

The Apostle (SAWS) prayed on a bier and there were seven people with him. He made
three of them one row, two of them a row, and the last two form another row.
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The Imam stands in front of the males head and in front of female’s waist

/I witnessed Anas Bin Malik praying on a bier of a man, he stood in front of his head to
perform prayer when the bier of a woman was brought from Qurayish or Ansar, they told
him, “O Abu Hamza this is a bier of a daughter of a person to pray upon.” He prayed
upon her and he stood in front of her waist. Among us was Al Alla’a bin Zyad Al
Adaway and when he saw the difference in the location at which he prayed, he asked if
this was the way the Prophet (SAWS) prayed upon a man as you did and for a woman

Kas you did? He answered yes. Al Alla’a turned to us and said to remember this.

/
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How to pray on a bier?

According to the Sunnah, the prayer upon a bier is to recite in the first Takbeer Surat Al
Fatyha (the mother of the book) not too loudly, make three takbeerat, and then make
Tasleem at the end of the last takbeerah.
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Scholars differed with regard to raising hands with the Takbeerat; most of the scholars
from among the companions of the Prophet (SAWS) raised their hands with each
Takbeer. This way was followed by Ibn Al Mubarak, Imam Safaay, Imam Ahmad, and
lyshaq. Other scholars said that hands should be raised only in the first Takbeer, and
that was the way of Al-Thawry and people of Kuffah.

The Messenger of Allah (SAWS) was raising his hands for the first Takbeera and was
not raising his hands for the rest of the takbeerat.
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Forms of supplication for the deceased.

/ Zubair b. Nufair says, that | heard it from Auf b. Malik that the Prophet (SAWS) said
prayer upon the dead body, and | remembered his prayer, “O Allah (SWT)! Forgive him,
have mercy upon him, give him peace and absolve him. Receive him with honor and
make his grave spacious; wash him with water, snow and hail. Cleanse him from faults
as Thou wouldst cleanse a white garment from impurity. Requite him with an abode
more excellent than his abode, with a family better than his family, and with a mate
better than his mate. Admit him to the Garden, and protect him from the torment of the
grave and the torment of the Fire." Auf bin Malik said,”| earnestly desired that | were that

K dead body.” /
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/ When the Apostle of Allah (SAWS) prayed over a dead person, he said, “O Allah \

(SWT), forgive those of us who are living and those of us who are dead, those of us
who are present and those of us who are absent, our young and our old, our male and
our female. O Allah (SWT), to whosoever of us Thou givest life, grant us life as a
believer and whosoever of us Thou takest in death, take us in death as a follower of
Islam. O Allah (SWT), do not withhold from us the reward of faith and do not lead us
astray after his death.”

/
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The Apostle of Allah (SAWS) led us in prayer over the bier of a Muslim and | heard him \
say, “O Allah (SWT), so and so, son of so and so, is in Thy protection, so guard him

from the trial in the grave”. Abdul Rahman of the same incident in his version said: "In

Thy protection and in Thy nearer presence, so guard him from the trial in the grave and

the punishment in Hell. Thou art faithful and worthy of praise. O Allah (SWT), forgive

him and show him mercy. Thou art the forgiving and the merciful one.” Abdul Rahman

said this on the authority of Marwan ibn Janah. j
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When the messenger of Allah (SAWS) stood to pray upon a bier, he would say, “O Allah
(SWT), he is your servant and the son of your female servant needs your mercy; you
are in no need of his torture. If he is a good-doer, increase his good deeds; if he is a
bad-doer, forgive him. Do not deny us his reward and do not misguide us after him.”

L S il o JLasv e,

.Bb\)W«MJc\&)T%ﬁﬁch%&ijw&\wﬂ&‘dyjdi

N U PRSP PR S S VPR 5o ¢l iy,

It is permitted to limit the Tasleem (ending the prayer) to one Tasleem

[ The prophet (SAWS) prayed on a bier; he made four Takberat and one Tasleem. }
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The three times when prayers on bier are not permitted

Ugba b. 'Amir said, “There are three times of the day at which Allah's Messenger
(SAWS) forbade us to pray, or bury our dead: When the sun begins to rise till it is fully
up, when the sun is at its height at midday till it passes over the meridian, and when the
sun draws near to setting till it sets.”
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The right of a Muslim on his brothers is to follow his bier

/ Allah's Apostle (SAWS) ordered us to do seven things and forbade us to do seven \
others. He ordered us: to follow the funeral procession, to visit the sick, to accept

invitations, to help the oppressed, to fulfill the oaths, to return the greeting and to reply

to the sneezer: (saying, "May Allah (SWT) be merciful on you," provided the sneezer

says, "All the praises are for Allah (SWT),"). He forbade us to use silver utensils and

dishes and to wear gold rings, silken clothes, Dibaj (pure silk cloth), Qissi and Istabraq

\ (two kinds of silk cloth). /
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The reward of praying upon a bier and following it.

Allah's Apostle (SAWS) said, "Whoever attends the funeral procession till he offers the
funeral prayer upon it, will get a reward equal to one Qirat, and whoever accompanies it
till burial, will get a reward equal to two Qirats." It was asked, "What are two Qirats?" He
replied, "Like two huge mountains."
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It is not permitted to follow the bier with what is against the shari’a as
explained in the following Hadith:

The Prophet (SAWS) said: Do not follow the bier being preceded with loud voice or fire;
and Aaron added, nobody should walk in front of it.
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Hurry in preparing the bier for burial and do not use undue haste in
transporting it to the graveyard.

4 )

| heard Abu Hurayrah when he was dying to say, “do not build on me “Fystas” and do
not let wailing persons follow my bier, and do not delay in transporting me because |
heard the Prophet (SAWS) say, “When a pious person is put on his death bed he would
say forward me, forward me (to the grave) and when a bad person is put on his death
bed he would say where are you taking me?”
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Praising the deceased person

The importance of praising the deceased with what he deserves.

ﬂ'nas b. Malik reported: There passed a bier being carried by people and the dead \
person was lauded with good words. Upon this the Apostle of Allah (SAWS) said, “It has
become certain, it has become certain, it has become certain”. Then there passed a bier
and it was condemned with bad words. Upon this the Apostle of Allah (SAWS) said, “It
has become certain, it has become certain, it has become certain”. 'Umar said, “May my
father and mother be ransom for you! There passed a bier and it was praised with good
words, and you said, “It has become certain, it has become certain, and it has become
certain. And then passed a bier and it was condemned in bad words, and you said: It
has become certain, it has become certain, and it has become certain”. Upon this the
Messenger of Allah (SAWS) said, “He whom you praised with good words, Paradise

has become certain for him, and he whom you condemned with bad words, Hell has
become certain for him. You are Allah (SWT)'s witnesses on the earth, you are Allah
(SWT)'s witnesses on the earth, you are Allah's withnesses on the earth.”
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The Prophet (SAWS) said: when a Muslim dies and if four families among his closest
neighbors bear witness (for his being good), Allah (SWT) will accept what they know
about him and forgive him for what they are not aware of.
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Place of burial

A person should be buried where he or she dies and avoid transporting the body to a far
off place or another country.

-

\_

On the day of Uhud we brought the martyrs to bury them (at another place, “Al \
Baqyee”), but the crier of the Prophet (SAWS) came and said, “The Apostle of Allah
(SAWS) has commanded you to bury the martyrs at the place where they fell”. That was
after my mother had carried both my father and my uncle (mother’s brother) on a camel
to bury them in the Al Bagee graveyard. On hearing the caller of the prophet she took
them back to be buried with the rest of the people where they were killed (Uhud).
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No Muslim should be buried with a Kafer and no Kafer should be buried
with a Muslim; Muslims must be buried in a Muslim graveyard.

Mile | was walking with the Messenger of Allah (SAWS) and holding his hand, he saih
“O son of Al-Khassasyah are you upset with Allah (SWT) and you are walking hand in

hand with the Messenger of Allah (SAWS)” | said my father and mother may be ransom
for you, | am not upset with Allah (SWT). | am pleased with Allah (SWT) for what | am.
We came to the graveyard of the ones who associated with Allah (SWT) partners; the
Prophet (SAWS) said, “They missed huge amounts of goodness (in another narration
he repeated three times “they missed huge amounts of goodness”). Then the Prophet
(SAWS) came to the graveyard of Muslims and said, “They gained (came across) huge
amount of goodness (three time in another narration).” While he was walking, he
noticed a man walking between the graves wearing his slippers; the Prophet (SAWS)
said, “O, you who is wearing the “Sabtty” slippers be careful, take off your slippers.”
The man looked at the prophet (SAWS), recognized him, and took off his slippers.
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How to dig the grave

The grave should be deep enough to prevent the smell from reaching the
surface and it must be widened at both ends, where the head and feet will
rest.

We went with the prophet (SAWS) in a funeral of an Ansary man | was a boy and | was
accompanied by my father. The Prophet (SAWS) sat on the edge of the grave and
instructed the person who was digging the grave to widen the areas at the head and at
the feet, as the deceased person may receive fruits from paradise
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It is permitted to put the deceased person in the grave with a niche (Lahid)
or a slot in the middle of the excavation (Shiq), but the Messenger (SAWS)
was put in a grave with a niche (Lahid).

/When the Prophet passed away, there was a man in Madinah who dug the graves with\
a Niche (Lahid) and another man who dug the graves with a slot in the middle of the
excavation (Shiq). We said we will make “Istykharah” and send for both men and
whoever arrives first will dig the grave. The man, who dug the grave with a niche

(Lahid), arrived first and so we put the prophet (SAWS) in a grave with a niche (Lahid)

kin it. /
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Who should put the deceased person in the grave?

The one who would put the a deceased person in the grave must be a male and not a
female

/ Ali Bin Aby Talib said, “I bathed the messenger of Allah (SAWS) and wanted to see if \
anything came out of him and | didn’t see anything, he was good as when he was alive.
We took care of burying him and covering his grave that is the four of us: Ali, Al
Abbass, Al Fathyl, and Salayh the servant of the Messenger (SAWS). We made the
grave with “Lahid” and plastered the top of the Lahid with mud

- | /

Abdul Rahman Bin Abzy said, “I prayed with Ummar Bin Al Khatab upon Zainab bint
Jahysh in Madinah. He made four Takbeerat and sent to the wives of the Prophet
(SAWS) to ask who they want to place her into her grave? He was hoping it will be
himself (Ummar). They replied, “See to it that it is someone who was used to seeing her
Kwhen she was alive.” Ummer said, “You have answered correctly”.

/

A el Ly 4 B8 g Loy 20 2l (SO

(e e sl oo 025 06 4l e oo 92 & g
b o a@ﬂ;ﬁ‘u)*’p‘},;;&.ﬁy deuu&;wm’s’“\pdu/“\‘;@

B3 B 5B JB JF6 J6 o

K WL}L,;JB‘J“\";’" &wai"'\g\)y

v-\

Ayl Wi el i Bl il Jo sl gl B o S Vi )

This book has been prepared for free distribution. To reprint and distribute this book, author’s permission is required.



The person who would put the bier in the grave must not have had sexual
relations with his wife the night before.

We were in the funeral procession of one of the daughters of the Prophet and he was
sitting by the side of the grave. | saw him shedding tears. He said, "Is there anyone
among you who did not have sexual relations with his wife the night before?" Abu Talha
replied in the affirmative. And so the Prophet told him to get down in the grave to lower

the bier in
\ J
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It is the Sunnah of the prophet (SAWS) to put the body of the dead in the
grave from the end where the feet will rest. The body has to be slid
towards the other end where the head will rest and then lower the body into
the Lahid or Shiqg. If this is not possible, then the body should be placed
from the side of the Qibblah while standing on the opposite edge of the
grave.

Al-Harith left n his will that Abdullah ibn Yazid should offer his funeral prayers; so he
prayed upon him. He then put him in the grave from the side of his legs and said, “This
is the Sunnah of the Prophet (SAWS).”
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The person who would put the deceased person in the grave must say, “in
the name of Allah and according to the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah
(SWT).”

When the Prophet (SAWS) placed the dead in the grave, he would say, “In the name of
Allah, and following the Sunnah of the Apostle of Allah (SAWS).”

dolll s o FLAN dm oy St SN IR o 2% o @) o Bl e L i

- P w, © - E/; - ] @ - }G ] @ - 5 GE\
Jedle b clh e Je Jo oy ale i o a0

Z -

" B slnl asble ) a2 5a ol tiy,

Ayl Wi el i Bl il Jo sl gl B o S Vi )

This book has been prepared for free distribution. To reprint and distribute this book, author’s permission is required.




It is preferred for those who attend the burial, to throw three handfuls of soil
on the deceased person in the grave

The Messenger of Allah (SAWS) prayed on a bier and came to the grave to throw three
handfuls of soil on the grave towards the head end.
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After burying the deceased

It is allowed to raise the grave a height of one hand palm and it shouldn’t
be left level with the ground so that it can be recognized and also alert
people not to violate the sanctity of the dead by treading on the grave.

The Prophet (SAWS) was buried in a grave with a niche (Lahid), plastered with mud on
top of it (inside the grave), and his grave was raised by a height of one hand palm
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The grave must be raised as Sufyan Al Tammar said:

| saw the grave of the Prophet (SAWS) raised above the ground level.
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The grave must be marked by a stone or something similar so that it can be
identified by visitors or relatives to be buried beside it when they die.

/When Uthman ibn Maz'un died, he was brought out on his bier and buried. The Prophet \
(SAWS) ordered a man to bring him a stone, but he was unable to carry it. The Apostle of Allah
(SAWS) got up, and going over to the stone, rolled up his sleeves. The narrator Kathir said that
al-Muttalib remarked: The one who told me about the Apostle of Allah (SAWS) said, “I still seem
to see the whiteness of the forearms of the Apostle of Allah (SAWS) when he rolled up his
sleeves.” The Prophet (SAWS) then carried the stone and placed it at the head of the grave
saying, “I am marking my brother's grave with the stone, and | shall bury beside him those of my

kfamily who die. /
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People should stand by the grave and supplicate to Allah (SWT) for the
deceased person to be steadfast and give him guidance.

Whenever the Prophet (SAWS) completed burying the dead, he used to stay with them
at their grave and would say, “Seek forgiveness for your brother, and beg steadfastness
for him, for now he will be questioned.”
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Condolences
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Remind the family of the deceased person of the reward for patience and
look forward to the reward in the hereafter when they accept the decree of
Allah.

/

ﬂhe Prophet used to sit with his companions around him and among them there was a
man who had a child that would come from the back and sit in front of him. The child of
this man died, for which he was saddened and he stopped coming to the gatherings of
the Prophet (SAWS). The Prophet (SAWS) missed him and asked after the man and
they told him that his son had died. The prophet (SAWS) met the man and gave him his
condolences and asked him, “ What would you like better, to enjoy his company in your
worldly life or when you die and you go to any gate of paradise and see him ahead of
you in front , opening that gate for you?” The man said, “O Prophet of Allah (SAWS), |
would prefer to see him ahead of me opening the gate of paradise for me.” The Prophet
(SAWS) said,” that will be granted to you.” A man from the Ansar asked, “O Messenger

\\ofAIIah (SAWS), may | be ransom for you, is it for him only or for all of us?” The /
P

rophet said, “For all of you.”
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A Muslim should be prompt in offering condolences to his Muslim brothers
for a great reward from Allah (SWT).

Whosoever gives condolences to his believing brother in his affliction and grief, Allah
(SWT) will dress him in a dress that he would be envied for.
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It is acceptable to grieve for the deceased but without exaggeration.

One of the daughters of the Prophet had a son who was dying, so she sent for the
prophet asking him to come. He replied back to her that for Allah is what he took and
for Him is what He gave and everything has an end, be patient and look forward to a
reward. She sent for him insisting that he would come. Then the Prophet (SAWS),

chest making noises as if a leather container. The Prophet (SAWS) shed tears and
Ubadah Bin Al Samit asked him, “What is this crying, O, Messenger of Allah?” The

(SWT) has mercy on His merciful servants.”

.

Uday Bin Kha’ab, Ubadah Bin Al Samit, and I, Muaath Bin Jabal, went to her. When we
entered, they handed over to the Prophet (SAWS) the boy. The boy’s soul reached his

Prophet (SAWS) said, “This is the mercy that Allah put into the children of Adam; Allah

/
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Visiting the Graveyard
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We must visit the graveyard (graves) to realize that the people we knew and loved have
ended up there, as we will. Therefore supplicate for them.

The Prophet (SAWS) said, “Because | was given permission to visit my mother’s grave,
therefore you should visit the graveyards as they help you remind of the hereafter.”
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Women should visit the graves so that they can learn about the inevitable
end of the worldly life, but the visits should be infrequent and limited to
remembrance and supplications.

One day Aysha came back from the graveyard and | said to her, “O mother of the
believers, where are you coming from?” She said, “From the grave of Abdul Rahman
Bin Aby Baker.” Then | said. “Didn’t the Prophet (SAWS) forbid us women from visiting
the graveyards?” Aysha replied, “Yes, but then he commanded us to visit them.”
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It is not permitted to pray in the graveyard because it is a clear
commandment of the Prophet (SAWS).

The messenger of Allah (SWT) said, “The entire earth is a place for prostration (place
for prayer) except the graveyard and the bathroom or the washrooms.”

Gl
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Thanks

This book has been prepared with the grace and help of Allah (SWT) and from Him |

seek refuge and guidance. According to the authentic Sunnah, “he who doesn’t thank
Allah (SWT) is the one who doesn’t thank people.”

| would like to thank all those who helped me in the preparation of this book. Special
thanks to Dr. M. Javid Hakim for reviewing the English version of the book.

Only Allah grants success.

Tawfik Kettanah
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